Guidelines in Complying Match Reports

Youth Football

Over the past few years the internet and social networking sites have become a more accessible and effective way of communicating, in particular with publishing youth match reports.  To assist clubs, Northumberland County Football Association has prepared the following best practice guidelines for clubs on complying and publishing match reports.  In preparation for these guidelines, match reports have been viewed together with youth players reporting on matches they have participated in. 
DO:
· Reflect on the positives of the team.

· Make the report wide ranging – cover all the players’ performances or “midfield” etc.  Try not to praise just one individual.  It’s a team performance.
· Give encouragement – something that may not have gone to plan can be turned into “this will worked on in our next training session”.

· Keep it factual rather than giving opinions.

· Seek the views of the players “what did they think” – perhaps the captains view.

· Ask parents/spectators to compile a report.

· Comment positively on the opposition.

· End on a positive.

DON’T

· Criticise and comment negatively on single performances on either team.

· Use the report to negatively comment on the match officials – players read reports and this will encourage dissent from the players towards officials.
· Use inappropriate language with could be misinterpreted “their players were out to get us”.

· Use the report to negatively comment on the opposition players/officials/spectators.  Any mis-conducted should be reported by the Referee or can be referred to the Club Welfare Officer.
· If it’s an U7’s or U8’s game, this is non-competitive fixture and a result should not be published.

It should be noted that any reports published are the responsibility of the club and under FA rules and regulations; charges could be raised resulting in a fine and or suspension, should inappropriate comments be made.
